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Executive Summary

The study titled “Desirable roles to be performed by the communities in preventing and
attacking female and child human trafficking problems” has been implemented by the
Faculty of Social Administration, Thammasat University. It was financed by the Office of
Women's Affairs and Family Development, Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security and aimed to assess actual roles as well as identifying the desirable roles of
the communities to cope up with human trafficking issue in the locality. Furthermore, it
tried to understand how various networks work and coordinated with one another. Last
but not least, the study anticipated to find ways to develop coordination mechanism

among those community, government, non-government sectors’ networks.

Seventeen communities or ‘neighborhoods’ of 7 provinces were chosen as study sites.
They are located in the Northern (Chiang Mai and Payao provinces), Northeastern
(Buriram and Mookdaharn provinces) and Eastern regions (Sra Kaew, Chonburi and
Trad provinces) of Thailand. In each region, the human trafficking source, transit and

destination communities are included.

Researchers employed in-depth interview method for obtaining data and information
from government and non-government sectors. However, the focused group meeting

and rapid rural appraisal methods were applied when working with local communities.

At the end of the mission in each province, researchers provided what they learnt and
welcomed feedbacks from local leaders, representatives from various agencies. This
process not only increased the level of correctness of the tapped information but also

promoted exchanges of experiences and ideas among stakeholders concerned.

Maijor findings are as follows:

1) The aspect of human trafficking trap and service centers has been changed.
There is less ‘advance payment’ made to the rural parents for their daughters;
rather the traffickers would convince the people at risk of falling trafficking
victims of the economic gained. The invented myth of sexual business and/or

other kind of employment emphasizes luxury life and personal affairs which
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does not harmful to anyone. Consumerism creates unnecessary demands for
cash money and other good items among potential victims, especially among
students. Due to tourism expansion, there is greater demand for sex services.
The traditional brothels have been replaced by massage parlors. Most deals are
made in karaoke places, restaurants, and contact through internet and

telephone call.

It is notes that foreign labors working in industrial, agricultural and service
sectors illegally are more suffering than not. Their working condition is
dehumanizing and exploiting. Many Cambodian children are organized to work
as laborers in goods transporting service and fishery-related activities with much
lower wage set by Thai labor laws. They are also younger than the age

approved by labor laws.

Researchers recognize that ‘community’ could be categorized into 4 types. They
are (a) the normal community established by the government on administrative
ground, (b) the self help group or community that is composed of those who
shares common problems, way of live, etc. (such as the empowerment group
which is composed of sex workers in Chiang Mai city, established to help
themselves), (c) the group that members associate among themselves because
of common faith (the Buddhist abbot). Samples are found at Wat Papao, Chiang
Mai province and Wat Kreu Petch of Trad province. And finally (d) the group of
volunteers who share common goals i.e. protecting Cambodian child against
exploitation at Rong Kleu, Sra Kaew province. The ‘community’ or ‘togetherness’
implies ‘strength’ and ‘power’ which can be utilized for fighting against some

unwanted circumstances including human trafficking.

The functions performed against human ftrafficking by communities are divided
into 3 levels; primary, secondary and tertiary one. Primary level function
includes public campaign; conduct short sessions on human trafficking nature in
community and ethical lessons in school, organizing voluntary security guards

against theft and crime. Ten out of 17 communities can perform these functions.
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Four communities perform secondary level function which includes those
functions mentioned in the primary level plus some other activities such as
providing an alarming signal to authorities concerned when witnessing any
human trafficking practice or alike. Some local leaders make inventory of foreign
labors list in various factories located their community jurisdiction. In few cases,
they sanction and cease the trafficking practice. Meanwhile, only 3 communities
in Payao province perform tertiary level function which includes those functions
mentioned in the secondary level plus organizing specific network against
human ftrafficking practice in the community. Some social welfare funds and
activities have been developed to help the potential victims and the rescued
victims. Network members worked together to draw lessons learnt from their

experiences and exchange them with other communities

It was observed that in the source area, communities trend to organize social
surveillance, occupational development activities, re-orientation program for
those victims who wanted to return to their home town. At the transit area,
common activity was sending alarming sign to authority when witnessing human
trafficking cases while at the trafficking destination area, various measures to
control the operation of service sectors against drugs, prostitution and other

protection mechanism against foreign labor exploitation were observed.

In brief, one can say that roles performed by communities cover (a) promoting
learning and creating awareness on human trafficking issue to community
members, (b) developing surveillance mechanism, (c) providing assistance to
those who are effected by human trafficking practice and (d) improving and
increasing managerial capacities of the anti trafficking mechanism and network.
At present, most communities can perform roles (a) and (b). It is anticipated that
all communities which are affected by trafficking problems be able to perform

roles (c) and (d) in the near future.

Networks for anti human trafficking practices were found in the selected

provinces. These networks can be categorized into 3 types as following.
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The first one is a naturally get-together network among people living in the
same area. In some cases, local monk, teachers and village leaders play a vital
role in uniting people. The network was not originally established for attacking
trafficking problem as such but rather for local safety. As time went by, it
gradually shifted its interest to human trafficking. The second type is influenced
by external force, be it government or non-government agencies. The agencies
see the needs for strengthening the communities to immunize and help
themselves more than before. Nevertheless, it does not imply that this type of

network is always stronger than the other types.

The last one is the formal network established by government initiative. The so
called ‘Provincial Operation Center on Prevention and Suppression of Human
Trafficking - POCHT’ is comprised of various government agencies dealing with
social security, social welfare, social protection affairs and few development
non-governmental agencies. The Governor heads this provincial committee. This
is supposed to be the implementing arms of the government to cope up with

human trafficking issue nation wide.

All three networks should be integrated and/or synchronized in their resources
and efforts since human trafficking affairs are complicated and involved power
and huge financial means. It is risky for any one who tries to challenge human

trafficking business.

Research result indicates that there are rooms for strengthening the
performance of existing anti human trafficking networks. The most important one
is to strengthen the POCHT. Structural change, both vertical and horizontal
dimensions should be pursued. At present, the center does not perform
efficiently due to lack of full cooperation from other agencies in the province as
well as absence of mechanism at lower echelons. All members of the center do
not have a common vision, understanding and goals. In addition, the working
procedure and supportive systems to other voluntary networks at local area are

not yet well designed.
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POCHT does not have sufficient resources so it must seek for cooperation from
non-governmental, business and community sectors. The local self government
administration should be involved in this endeavor more intensively. All networks

need further capacity building programs to strengthen their staff competencies.

It is recommended that the Thai government cooperates with neighboring
countries’ governments in exchanging information and human resources to
reduce the push factors in those countries. Besides, the Thai government
should have a more flexible policy and favorable procedure in registering and
granting permits for foreign labors to work in Thailand. Social welfare services
shall be officially rendered to foreign labors, no matter of they are legally or
illegally work in Thailand (in industrial, agricultural and service sectors). The
POCHT should evaluate its performance and improves whatever areas which

are not up to standard.
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